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Racing the planet incident

| first was asked by Scott Connell (a local volunteer) to help volunteer for racing the planet about a week
prior to the event. This was my first experience with a large marathon,

We had a briefing day and athlete enrolment from 10:00 in the morning to about 21:30 at night the day
before the race. We were given a sheet of the jobs we were assigned to. We had doctors that work for
racing the planet attend (Brandy, Allan and another lady) also staff (Rita, Sam and Emma) that were
there to teach us things like the use of Sat phones, tent construction, sweeper duties and check point
duties. We also had to pack the different cars that go to different check points for the day. The doctors
gave us information on snake bites, dehydration ECT. We were not given any information about fires
except at the competitor briefing where they mentioned there were fires out on parts of the track and
they may burn ribbons that the competitors followed. My job on the competitor enroliments was to
look through their bags to make sure they were carrying the equipment they were supposed to along
with two others. | was asked before | went home, to be back in the morning at 04:15 to drive out to
Emma gorge to set up the start line.

| came to the Kimberly Grand at 04:15 Friday 02/09/11. | had my bag packed and | drove along with
three others one person’s name was Rita, an employee of RTP. We arrived to Emma Gorge just before
the sun rose. We started to unpack the car once we knew where we going to set up. We were under a
fairly tight schedule due to the races being there by around 08:30. We soon realized we were missing
one of the poles for the banner. This put Rita under some strain as we had the company owner Mary
competing in the event and she wanted the banner and everything else perfect. | suggested that | could
drive back to Kununurra to pick the banner pole up and she said it would be better to sat phone Sam
and ask her to bring the missing pole. Rita tried to use the hire sat phone a number of times and had no
luck. She passed it to me to have a look and | also could not get it to work. | suggested we drive five mins
into Emma Gorge to use their land line. We did this, The Emma Gorge staff was very happy to help,
While Rita phoned Sam | went with the gardener to see if | could find another pole for the job. We could
not find a pole. Rita did manage to get a hold of Sam to bring the missing pole. We went back to the
start line and continued with all the jobs with the others. It got to about 07:30 and the pole still had not
come we made a plan to use a wood pole in its place. This worked fine. The competitors arrived to the
start line within minutes of Sam arriving.

At the start of the race everyone got themselves ready and took photos. The media were interviewing
people there was a chopper, Bell Jet ranger flying around filming. The vibe in the air was very positive
maybe except for the owner Mary who seem to be scrutinizing her staff a little.

The racers were briefed by Sam and then John Story (a local bushwalker, gyro pilot), who really
emphasized drinking a lot of water. He talked about the local temps and humidity ECT. No one warned
anyone about the dangers of fires. Smoke was mentioned at some point.

The competitors started the race, the four of us that put up the start line deconstructed it, packed the
car and drove to CP 1 where | and two others (Andrea and Emma) was to give the runners water, write
times and give encouragement.
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were to sweep behind the race to collect all the
gh the course. We started about 40mins behind the
Andrea (a local volunteer), PT

After all competitors had run through Emma and|

ribbons and make sure everyone was getting throu
Jast racer. We had walked about 70% between the CP 1 and CP 2 when
and Cox San (volunteers) came back with the car to catch us up with the slowest runner. We starte.d
walking for a further five minutes when Scott, Carlos and Mary’s husband asked me to hope in their car.
Emma was left to walk on her own. The car took me to check point two, they briefed me that there were

fires out on the track and that | was to run in front of as many competitors as | could. | think they chose
me because | was more aware then the out of town people about the terrain and fires in the area. They
gave me a GPS some leg guards and spare ribbon to re apply to the track. They were a little panicky
about people not being able to find their way and the ribbons being burned. | don’t think they took in

the dangers of the actual fires still at this time.

| filled my camel pack fitted my leg guards took the GPS and ribbon and went into the area between CP

2 and CP 3, There were a few ribbons missing in the first ten mins where they had been burned off in the
last 2 or so hours. After about 15 mins | past three female competitors and continued on, there was
quite a lot of smoke in the air where fires were burning previously. Ahead of me there was a great deal
of smoke from a fire that was burning ahead of me. After about 25mins of walking/running | came

across Martian and Brenda (2 competitors), they were an older sensible couple that said that someone
in front of them told them to turn around and head back. | agreed with them and said | think you should
tell everyone on the way back to go back as well. | continued further on the track to see if | could see or
talk to the people that said go back. | got to a ridge and looked down to see the fire approaching the
area we were in. | felt a real sense of danger being where | was in relation to the fire. | could see two
people that | thought were in serious danger of being burned from the approaching fire. | called out to
them to retreat back towards me. | am sure they heard me but did not try to come back out. | think the
fire was so close to them they may not have been able to out run it anyway. | had a very sick feeling that
| was going to witness people die. | called to them again but they stayed put.

| do not to this moment understand why they did this. | believe these competitors were tired from
running maybe not enough sleep and their drive to continue was more than their common sense. | also
talked to a few lucky escape competitors later that said the event would not put them into danger so

they thought they would be safe.

I stayed put watching these two people waiting while the fire approached. The wind started to pick up
and the fire got stronger the two people | witnessed started to get hot and smoke started to engulf
them fm my view. Last minute they started to run to higher ground there was a rock there and they
made their way towards it. One of them let out a horrible scream that sounded very bad. | could not see
them anymore due to the smoke. | should have waited to see how they fared but | believed at this point
these two people were very badly burned and possibly fatal.

across the fire,















